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Tel Sheva Chalcolithic: underground and subterranean

in the Ghassul culture

Martin-David Pasternak - The Israel Antiquities Authority

Chalcolithic remains have been exposed along the Be’er Sheva‘ and Hevron wadi beds in excavations
carried out over the last century on through the present. Over the past three years, the Israel Antiquities
Authority has conducted a number of salvage excavations in the village of Tel Sheva“ and its vicinity,
exposing the remains of a pebble and mudbrick structure as well as examples of subterranean systems
dug into the loess. These subterranean systems include halls (c. 4 m below topsoil) connected by
long narrow passageways. The Chalcolithic settlement at Tel Sheva® is part of the large Chalcolithic
‘Be’er-Sheva‘ Culture’ typical of the area.

Be Happy Here Before I Was Born”: Fluctuations in Israel’s”

mammal species over the past 10,000 years

Guy Bar-Oz and Lior Weisbrod - The University of Haifa

Rich zoological-archaeological data from the southern Levant, covering the last 10,000 years, provide
a unique opportunity to track regional mammal distribution and extinction. Two major extinction
waves occurred, both strongly associated with human activities. The first occurred during the Iron
Age (1200-586 BCE), a period characterized by significant human population growth. During that
time, the last large wild ungulates of the populated lowlands became extinct, followed by a shrinking
distribution of forest-dwelling deer. A second major extinction occurred in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries CE, with the introduction of modern firearms. Evidently, intensified human activity through
habitat destruction and uncontrolled hunting was responsible for ungulate extinction in the southern
Levant during the Late Holocene.
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Selected Sites and Finds from the Hinterland and the Suburbs

of Hellenistic- and Roman-period Ashgelon

Ilan Peretz - The Israel Antiquities Authority

Presented here are the results of several salvage excavations carried out in the area of modern Ashqgelon
that revealed remains from the Hellenistic and Roman periods (second century BCE—fourth century
CE). The ancient city of Ashgelon is situated at what is known today as Tel Ashgelon; most of the
sites mentioned below are within the area of the Arab town of Migdal and the village of el Jura.
The excavations address several aspects, including the development of the economic and cultural
importance of Ashgelon from Hellenistic times through the Roman period, a development that is at
the root to understanding the extensive wine industry that developed and the importance of Ashgelon
in later periods, especially during the Byzantine period (fifth—seventh centuries CE), and also in the
Early Islamic period, as mentioned by Early Islamic Arab writers.

The Hellenistic period (chiefly second century BCE) is dealt with at three sites: an ancient cemetery
northeast of Tel Ashqgelon; the Barne‘a excavation, north of modern-day Ashqelon; and the Agamim
neighborhood site, south of Ashgelon. At the first site, jar burials were exposed; at the second,
buildings showing urban planning, and at the third, a winepress and a structure.

At Barne’a, an insula, a wide street and a well, dated between 198 and 130 BCE, were exposed. These
and other buildings exposed in the past show urban planning, such as an orthogonal plan. The finds
indicate that a pharmacy and a blacksmith were located within the structures and a tabun contained
charred grape seeds.

Remains dated to the late Hellenistic/Early Roman—Late Roman periods (c. first century BCE—fourth
century CE) are scant and poorly preserved; most are built tombs. North of Ashgelon (southwest of
the Hellenistic site of Barne‘a) are two massive buildings that were excavated and seem to be public
in nature. The first, excavated by S. Israeli at the Marina, shows an early phase (first century BCE—
first century CE) and two later phases dated within the Roman horizon (till the fourth century CE) that
include a well, rooms, a courtyard and installations for water and for ritual and mortuary ceremonial
purposes. The second building is to its northeast and reveals two phases. The early phase dates to the
first—third centuries CE and includes a wide wall built of dressed stones and the capital of a column.
During the later phase, dated to the Late Roman or early Byzantine period (fourth—early fifth centuries
CE), additional buildings were erected. An early wall was incorporated into another building. Another
building, constructed south of the first-mentioned, was plastered with frescoes.

Frescoes were also found at the site of the Hellenistic-period jar burials in the northeastern cemetery
of ancient Ashqgelon, near Barzilay Hospital. This fresco originated from a Roman or Byzantine built
tomb. A bronze panther-shaped handle from a jug, its lower part a satyr head, was found in the lower
part of a communal burial dated to the Late Roman period (mid-third century CE). Both the panther
and satyr are companions of Dionysius, who was known, among other things, as the god of flora, the
vine and winemaking, showing the cultural and religious importance of grapes and wine in Ashqgelon
throughout the ‘Classical period.’
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Identifying a Dionysiac Society in Ashqelon’s Eastern Cemetery
Davida Eisenberg-Degen and Ilan Peretz

The Israel Antiquities Authority

Grave goods recovered from Roman Ashgelon’s Eastern Cemetery assist in dating the burials,
providing information concerning the faith of the deceased and the funerary customs of the period.
This study presents the finds from two recently excavated funerary contexts, including a panther-
shaped bronze handle and a mosaic depicting five pinecones, both Dionysiac symbols. The symbolism
of the grave goods reinforces the identification of an active Dionysiac society in Roman Ashgelon.

Ashgelon’s Eastern Cemetery was in consecutive use for more than half a millennium, from the
Hellenistic through the late Byzantine periods. Several excavations carried out in Ashgelon’s Eastern
Cemetery reveal simple hewn graves alongside burial structures. The grave goods found in several
burials date to the Roman period, and the goods suggest a strong association with Dionysus in his role
as Releaser and Purificator, presiding over the bridge connecting life and death.
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Horbat Umm Tuba in the Light of Surveys and Excavations

Zubair Adawi - The Israel Antiquities Authority

The ruin lies at the heart of modern Umm Tuba, between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Researchers
have suggested identifying Umm Tuba with the biblical settlement of Netophah, also mentioned in
historical sources from the Byzantine period as Metopa.

About 12 excavations were carried out at the site by the Israel Antiquities Authority, exposing houses
built with cross vaults, cisterns, agricultural terraces, lime kilns, columbarium caves and burial caves
from the Roman and Byzantine periods.

Remains of what was probably a monastery including rooms, underground spaces and crypt were
exposed during the excavations, as well as architectural elements such as columns, a Corinthian
capital and fragments of chancel screens, and imported and local pottery, glassware, roof tiles, stone
vessels and over 100 coins from the Byzantine period. The findings indicate that this settlement
continued to exist throughout the Early Islamic period.

In medieval times, Umm Tuba is mentioned by the Arab geographer Yakim al-Hamawi, who wrote
that the village was located near Sur Baher. The village continued into the Ottoman period, with 36
Muslim families living there, their economy based on agriculture.

The results of the surveys and excavations at Horbat Umm Tuba have made a substantial contribution
to our knowledge and the nature of settlement in the area of Jerusalem and Bethlehem during various
periods.

The Monastery at Hura
Daniel Varga, Anat Rasiuk and Martin Pasternak

The Israel Antiquities Authority

An impressive Byzantine monastery was exposed in the course of a salvage excavation along the road
connecting Be’er Sheva‘ and the Dead Sea.

The structure (20 x 28 m) was divided into several halls (oriented east—west) and included a dining
hall (oriented north—south).

Four rooms had floors decorated in mosaics, the finest floors among them were found in the prayer
room and the dining hall. Three Greek and one partly Greek—partly Syriac dedicatory inscriptions,
integrated into the mosaic carpets, mention the names of the monastery abbots and the date of the
laying of the mosaics, dating the monastery to the second half of the sixth century CE.

Apparently, the monastery, located near a Byzantine settlement, was an urban monastery, one in a
series of monasteries along the road that connected Transjordan with the Berosabba Valley and served
several different Christian groups.



A Scar in the Landscape:

Landscape Archaeology, a Study on Crusader Conflicts in Ascalon
Rafael Y. Lewis

Ashgelon Academic College and The University of Haifa

A landscape archaeological survey conducted by the author in 2010-2013 in Ascalon (Ashgelon)
has enabled the reconstruction of the historical landscape of Tel Ascalon throughout various periods.
Creating reconstructions of the landscape on the tell and in the surrounding area enables us to learn
about the interrelationship between people and their natural environment in this area. The landscape
archaeology study also enables us to examine various historical events within their environmental and
archaeological contexts, such as the 1099 Battle of Ascalon and the 1153 and 1187 sieges of the city.
This study has identified several surviving landscape and archaeological features that we can relate
to historical events (among them a siege rampart at the foot of the Jerusalem Gate), demonstrating
how these events continue to resonate and influence the development of the landscape of Crusader
Ascalon, and even the post-Crusader city.

The penetration of Islam into the territories of the Land of Israel

an archaeological view from the Negev

Gideon Avni - The Israel Antiquities Authority

Several early mosques associated with a widespread settlement network that existed during the sixth
to eighth centuries CE have been discovered in recent years throughout the Negev Highlands. These
include mosques, built either within urban settlements or adjacent to rural settlements, and mosques
connected with nomadic Negev Highlands populations. The chronological framework of the early
mosques, their connection to dated settlements, and the formal relations between the earlier sites
and the mosques seem more consistent with a picture of gradual Islamic penetration into southern
Palestine than with a swift adoption of canonical Islam in the wake of a single wave of conquest.
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Sabils (Water Fountains) in Ashqelon

Avi Sasson - Ashkelon Academic College

The biblical term rahat (fountain) changed in the Middle Ages to sabil, literally and architecturally.
A survey conducted by the author documented 300 sabils, dating from the Mamluk to the British
Mandate periods.

These facilities, built by governmental initiative or by private farmers, survived in the old cities
and alongside the main roads of Ottoman Palestine. In the Ashqgelon area, ten sabils were built by
local farmers, three of them are still in place. In 2004, the directors of Ashqgelon College decided to
preserve the remains of a sabil in front of the college, for public benefit.

The remains of the sabils in Ashqgelon reveal to us the ancient tradition of supplying water to travelers

and the affinity between men who live alongside the road and the traveler. Beyond carrying out the
religious commandment, the farmer gained additional economic benefits, which were tax exempt.

Bet Guvrin Fortress: Renewal of Fortifications

during the Crusader Period

Michael Cohen - The Israel Antiquities Authority

The fortress at Bet Guvrin was the first frontier fort built during the time of the First Crusader Kingdom
and probably served as a prototype for the concentric forts that followed.

In addition, the fortress at Bet Guvrin was the first to be delivered to the military Order of Hospitallers
and was adapted to the needs of the monastic knights of the Order.

Archeological excavations at the Bet Guvrin site in the early 1990s revealed Crusader fortifications
that confirm the credibility of historical sources and the results of studies of the development of
military architecture in the region. The fortification of Bet Guvrin was part of the strategic concept to
fortify the borders of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, led by King Fulk of Anjou. Until that time, the bulk
of the fortifications was devoted to Jerusalem and the roads leading to it.

The Bet Guvrin fortress was the first in a chain of forts designed to protect the southern border of the

kingdom against its fierce Muslim enemies. Subsequent fortresses were built at Yavne (1141 CE), Tel
Safi (1142 CE) and Gaza (1149 CE or early 1150), during the reign of Baldwin III.

The fort at Bet Guvrin was probably built in 1134 with the blessing of King Fulk and at his initiative.
Following its construction, it was delivered to the Hospitaller Order in 1136. The Knights improved
the fortifications with new construction techniques, reflecting the development of military architecture
in the Kingdom, serving as a link to the prototype of Crusader fortresses in the region.
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A Small Late Ottoman-Mandate-Period Settlement North of Be’er Sheva‘

Davida Eisenberg-Degen and Avishay Levi-Hevroni

The Israel Antiquities Authority

Modern Be’er Sheva‘—the Early Years

In the first years of the twentieth century, Be’er Sheva® consisted of merely a few buildings and
shops. Travelers and visitors noted the fast-developing city. The city’s development accelerated
under Governor Ali Ekrem Bey. By 1907, the building of the Great Mosque and Saraya Governor’s
House were completed, while the city center included a large garden and a grid of wide, paved roads
surrounding it. A generator brought running water to several houses, many of which kept gardens, and
some, even fountains. The factories, flour mill, granary storehouses, post and telegraph services and
thriving market served the Bedouin of the region and attracted new settlers to the city.

Be’er Sheva“’s population increased toward the eve of WWI, as the presence of the Ottoman army
grew within the city. The civilian population of c. 400 reached 3000 within a decade while an
additional 5000 soldiers and many more (forced) laborers were stationed in and around the city. The
military presence further assisted the city’s development with the founding of a second flour mill,
an ice factory, a printing house and a bathhouse. The army built warehouses, workshops, a hospital
and supplied electricity to the major buildings. The laying of the Hijaz railway and landing strip
connected Be’er Sheva“ to both the northern and new southern frontiers.

Many more people came to the city in search of employment, mostly from Gaza, with a few Arab
Christian families who hailed from Hebron. Some Bedouin bought land (at a reduced rate) and built
within the city limits. Others migrated, pitching tents in the region.
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The Nuclei of the Historic Villages in the Vicinity of Jerusalem:
A Survey and Case Studies

Avi Mashiakh - The Israel Antiquities Authority

The traditional Arab village was a common landmark in the landscape of the region until the mid-
twentieth century CE; today, however, such villages are gradually decaying and in danger of existence.
This local type of construction is a reminder of the traditional landscape and society that prevailed
in the region during hundreds of years, bearing unique cultural, aesthetic and geographical values.
Today, the process of urbanization and life in the periphery, as well as changes in the Arab society,
threaten the existence of the village nuclei, which suffer from ongoing damage and erasure.

Of the impressive traditional Arab villages, partly built atop ancient remains, only meager evidence
remains. The traditional construction methods, the buildings and the unique rural landscape underwent
a process of adaptation to modern ways of life. Sometimes, the traditional building values were kept
despite the modern processes, but for the most part, the values of the traditional Arab villages were
irreversibly destroyed.

In the past years, I conducted a survey of the traditional Arab village nuclei in the vicinity of Jerusalem,
first as an architect working for the Israel Antiquities Authority, and later, as a researcher of historical
geography in the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, in the framework of my Masters’ thesis.

This paper presents the results of the survey of the traditional Arab village nuclei in the vicinity of
Jerusalem, in the past and present, in the western and eastern parts of the city. These villages, which
are threatened by development processes, exhibit several preservation patterns in their historical
centers and different levels of intervention.

These villages, which developed similarly until 1948, differ in the preservation patterns of their
ancient nuclei and other elements which allude to their traditional rural past. Shifts in regime and
population clearly affected the relationship between the inhabitants and the authorities and the hisoric
remains.

This research presumes that the conservation of a rural historic landscape is a cultural value in its
own, and therefore, it should be an integral part of modern planning. The analysis of the villages’
preservation patterns and the mapping of their values will serve as a basis for matching the conservation
principles and development required for the preservation of the traditional landscapes of the villages,
which are in different stages of development.
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