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The Israel Antiquities Authority Reaches Out to the Community:
Examples from the Northern Region

Enat Ambar-Armon - Israel Antiquities Authority

The Land of Israel is known worldwide for its important archeological sites. Their size, spatial
distribution and variety of periods are testimony to the historical events that took place in the
country and left their imprints in its soil. This was the background for the establishment of the
Israel Antiquities Authority—a state authority responsible for the country’s antiquity sites and
finds. One of the objectives of this authority is to “bring the public closer to the remnants of the

past and to investigate them.”

In this paper, I will present the actions employed by the Israel Antiquities Authority to fulfill
this responsibility, by noting the educational activities in the northern region, particularly with
the Arabic-speaking sector. These activities include the community’s participation in
archeological excavations and educational projects, the adoption of an archaeological site,
school activities and the exhibition of local archaeological finds. All these aid in strengthening
values, such as solidarity, local identity and affinity, and help in promoting the preservation of

antiquities.
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Written in Stone: Islamic Architecture as a Written Text
Yael D. Arnon — Zefat Academic College, Oranim Academic College

Travelers on the roads of Galilee cannot help but notice the many turrets projecting into the sky,
their height dominating the landscape. This situation seems to mark a change from the classic,
functional role of these constructions to their becoming a symbol. Transforming a space into a
symbolically meaningful place is one way of establishing social identity. Since the dawn of
civilization, architecture has been used as a means of devising the geographical landscape,
symbolically functioning as a religious or political utterance. This is true for palaces and
temples on an ancient Acropolis as for skyscrapers today. Deciphering symbols embedded in a
particular structure may reveal its initiator and its political or religious identity, or both. In recent
years “reading the landscape”—i.e., the tracing of the connection between landscape, culture
and politics—is largely practiced in geographic and cultural research (e.g., Shlomo Hasson’s
research). The minarets dominating the urban horizon are a good example of “reading the
landscape.” Following Calderon and Sindawi’s work on sites of national significance, I will

address the religious aspect of the minaret.

The purpose of this study is to examine changes in “landscape text” in relation to changes in
the structure of the minaret before and after the establishment of the State of Israel, and to offer

an explanation for this change.

During the Early Islamic period, the eighth—tenth centuries CE, an open mosque was built upon

the remains of the Byzantine-period small church and dwellings were revealed.

The settlement was probably abandoned in the eleventh century CE. The buildings were
dismantled to the height of their foundations and their stones were reused as building material

during the Ottoman period.

The results of this excavation shed light on various aspects of daily life in the settlement—
residential quarters, worship and industry—contributing to our understanding of the late
classical and medieval-period settlements in the western Negev, in relation to the main

contemporary coastal cities of Ashgelon and Gaza.
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the north of the apse was blocked. The patterns adorning the mosaic floors attest to the patrons’
tendency toward geometric designs; only few mosaic panels depict images of birds and fish.
The most important areas of the church, namely the apse and the bema in the east, and the nave,

were adorned with images of animals, which were found undamaged.

Coin finds indicate that the church was destroyed in 749 CE. It is thus clear that both the patrons
of the church and its community were “iconophile,” that is in favor of the depiction of images.
It is possible that the blockage of the opening between the northern aisle and the room to the
north of the apse, from which there was access to the burial chamber (the martyrium), was
meant to separate the martyrium—accessed by Christian pilgrims—and the basilica, used by
the iconophile community. This separation also allowed for close supervision of the visitors

entering the basilica and for maintaining the mosaics adorned with images.

Continuity and Change: A Settlement from the Late Roman to the Early

Islamic Period at Sederot

Daniel Varga and Federico Kobrin — The Israel Antiquities Authority

An extensive salvage excavation was conducted in an area designated for the construction of a
new neighborhood in the city of Sederot. The excavation, located within the site of Horbat
Neged (c. 50 dunams), revealed a large rural settlement from the Late Roman, Byzantine and

Abbasid periods.

The settlement from the Late Roman period, third—fourth centuries CE, seems to have been
small, extending only on the eastern part of the site. From this period, a massive structure was

exposed and to the east of it were a pool for fish farming and an industrial winepress.

The peak of the settlement was during the Byzantine period, the fifth—sixth centuries CE, from
which two churches were exposed: a large basilica church (henceforth: the Great Church) at the
eastern end of the settlement (above the massive structure of the Late Roman period), and sparse
remains of a building, probably a small church, at the western end of the settlement. Also
exposed from this period are an impressive and spacious warehouse southwest of the Great
Church, various industrial buildings in the southern and eastern parts of the site, and dwellings

throughout the site, except for the eastern part.
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distinguished from the Jews in their language and Aramaic alphabet, which served religious

needs.

The Samaritan synagogue functioned as a place of worship, a public center and a national
symbol. Various religious rituals were carried out in the synagogue, such as meals at the

beginning of each month or teaching the Torah to children.

The remains of three Samaritan synagogues were identified at Nysa-Scythopolis: the ancient
synagogue at Tel Iztabba, the synagogue of the House of Leontis and the Synagogue of el-
Muntar el-Abyad.

The Mosaics of Horbat Midras: Choices of Patrons and Community

Identity

Dr. Amir Ganor, Dr. Alon Klein, Dr. Rina Avner — Israel Antiquities Authority

Horbat Midras is located in the Judean Shephelah, about 6 km northeast of Bet Guvrin and some
800 m east of Road 38, which stretches along the ancient route of the Roman road from
Jerusalem to Bet Guvrin via Emmaus. Following antiquities’ robbery, an excavation was
conducted on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority (August and December 2010, and
January 2011) revealing the remains of a building comprising seven strata. In the earliest
Stratum 1, dating to the first century BCE—first century CE, rock-hewn rooms and installations
were found, with remains of a building above them. Stratum 2, dating to the period between the
two revolts, 70—132 CE, included a hiding complex that connected the hewn rooms of Stratum
1; above these remains were fragments of a white mosaic floor belonging to the upper story of
the building. In Stratum 3, from the fourth—sixth centuries CE, one of the subterranean rooms
was isolated and three arcosolia tombs were hewn in its walls; in the upper story, a basilica was
built. In Stratum 4, dating from the fifth—sixth centuries CE, an apse was built above the burial
chamber of Stratum 3. In the room to the north of the apse was a staircase descending to the
burial chamber. This plan indicates that the burial chamber served as a martyrium, which was

the reason for building the church on this spot.

The church was adorned with mosaic floors in two stages. In the later stage, the bema was

extended to the west, into the nave, and the opening between the northern aisle and the room to
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The Huqoq Excavations: Interim Report on

the 2014-2017 Seasons

Jodi Magness (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), Shua Kisilevitz (Israel Antiquities
Authority and Tel Aviv University), Matthew Grey (Brigham Young University), Dennis Mizzi
(University of Malta), Karen Britt (Western Carolina University) and Ra’anan Boustan

(Princeton University)

Excavations at Huqoq in Israel’s Lower Eastern Galilee brought to light a Late Roman
synagogue, a medieval public building and remains of ancient and modern (pre-1948)
villages. In this interim report we describe the major discoveries of the 2014-2017 seasons,
including the extraordinary figural mosaics decorating the synagogue floor. Our discoveries
provide evidence of a Galilean Jewish community that flourished during the fifth and sixth
centuries CE—contrary to recent claims of a decline in Jewish settlement under Byzantine
Christian rule. Also, the possibility that the medieval public building was a synagogue has
important implications for our understanding of Galilean Jewish settlement in the Middle Ages,
which is almost unknown to us. The excavations shed light on the last phase of the settlement’s
long history: the development of the modern village of Yakuk in the nineteenth—twentieth

centuries.

A Samaritan Synagogue in Nysa-Scythopolis (Bet She’an)
Walid Atrash — The Israel Antiquities Authority

The Samaritan synagogues dating from the Roman and Byzantine periods did not differ in plan
and function from the contemporary Jewish synagogues. The Samaritans are identified either
as members of a religion different from Judaism, or as one of its sects. Most of the Samaritans
settled in the mountains of Nablus and Samaria for geopolitical reasons and are known to have

had severe conflicts with the Jews.

According to the Samaritan religion, Mount Gerizim is the chosen holy place and the location
of the temple. It is clear from the archaeological records that the Samaritan construction

methods and burial practices are similar to those of the Jews; however, the Samaritans were



presumably for placing offerings. A limestone-paved platform leads from the temenos entrance
to a staircase leading up to the podium. Pedestals flanking the platform were decorated in
frescos imitating marble. Several altars were revealed within the temenos courtyard. The temple
comprised a pronaos with four columns at its facade and a naos with an inner semi-domed apse.
The temple was erected in the Corinthian order; its pulvinated frieze is decorated by a
continuous floral scroll executed in molded stucco. Cornices were adorned in red, yellow, blue
and gilded secco, and crowned by a pediment with stucco flowers flanked by acanthus leaves.
The outer walls of the cella were adorned by pilasters capped with Corinthian capitals and
stucco acanthus leaves. The architectural elements are typical of the early Herodian period, and

along with the fresco, stucco and secco decorations, were dated to c¢. 30 BCE.

Although not referred to by Flavius Josephus, one might suggest that Herod’s small temple was
erected following his fruitful meeting with Octavian in Rhodes, which had led to the
reestablishment of Herod’s reign and the enlargement of his kingdom. These might have
triggered the construction of an early Augusteum at the border of the newly acquired territory,

dedicated by a grateful king to his new patron.

The early temple was replaced in 20 BCE by a monumental Augusteum (tetrastylos-prostylos)
erected by Herod after accompanying Augustus on his return from Parthia. The early temple
was carefully dismantled, and its temenos walls, the platform staircase, and its well-preserved
architectural elements and altars were buried within the foundations of the newly erected
temple. A new podium was built, and a wide staircase led to the temple between antae. In the

temenos stood a rectangular altar, flanked on three sides by statues carrying pedestals.

During the Flavian period, the Augusteum was enlarged and a new podium enclosed the earlier
one. A wider staircase ascended the podium between antae, whose ends were decorated by
semicircular fountain niches. The newly constructed temple was of the hexastylos-prostylos
peripteros type. Its pronaos had six columns along its facade, and the temple was surrounded
by columns on both sides and along the rear wall. The naos had an inner raised adyton, which

was lavishly adorned with columns and entablature.
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Paneion Augusteum

Andrew Overman — Macalester College
Gabriel Mazor — The Israel Antiquities Authority

The Parthian settlement of 20 BCE was a cardinal theme in Augustus’ legacy, mentioned in the
Res Gestae Divi Augusti. Cassius Dio describes in his writings the supplications that the Caesar
received on his return to Rome from his diplomatic quest at Parthia (signis receptis). On his
return to Syria, Augustus was accompanied by Herod, who according to Flavius Josephus

commemorated the event by building a temple in the territory of Zenodorus near Paneion.

About two miles southwest of Paneas (Banias), on a small hill (‘Omrit) overlooking the Hula
Lake (Semachonitis lacus), is a temenos with a temple identified as the Augusteum. It was built
by Herod in honor of Augustus near Paneion. The identification of the Augusteum is supported
by an inscribed border stone of Diocletian (284—295 CE) and his associates in the Tetrarchic
reign, which marks a location between the Paneion temple and the city of Caesarea Philippi

(MBog doptlm]v thdpia tov Taviov k€ Tng mOLEWC).

The ancient Roman road climbs from the Hula Valley along the northern slope of the site. It
continues above a small arched bridge that spans a shallow creek, ending in a c. 60 m long
paved street that leads to the temenos. The street’s western side is flanked by a portico of the
Corinthian order, terminating in a monumental propylaeum at the entrance to the paved
temenos. Within the temenos stands the temple, of which four well-preserved phases were

revealed.

An impressive rectangular shrine was erected over a high podium and plastered with a white
fresco imitating the Late Hellenistic fine masonry style. The shrine, hieron, or altar, was an
inaccessible landmark erected at a prominent location between Galilee and Ituraea. Its
construction incorporated a Roman-type podium, a superstructure that might have been adorned
in the Doric order, and frescoes of Hellenistic style that were dated along with pottery to c. 50

BCE.

Twenty years later, the early shrine was transformed into a small tetrastylos-prostylos temple.
The temple was erected above a high podium and surrounded by a temenos wall adorned with

colorful frescos. Next to the entrance, within the temenos wall, was a decorated window,
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gain more privileges. In the Final PPNB phase at Motza (7000-6400 BCE), many non-
residential structures were revealed, some certainly served to practice worship and ritual rites.

During Middle LPPNB, there is no evidence for skull modeling. Instead, some individuals were
interred with bracelets, pendants, beads, shells and other objects which probably reflect
symbolic differences in social status.

In Early PN (6500-5800 BCE), the cultic activities are reflected in fertility figurines, mostly
representing women; this is also true, though differently, for the Late PN. Burials continue to
be within settlements, both in Early and Late PN. Cultic structures continue to exist during Late
PN (5800-5300 BCE), becoming larger and comprising distinct cultic objects, such as the
findings from ‘En Zippori, ‘En Esur and Motza. The plan and the small finds point to the
structures’ public, perhaps even cultic nature. Some large graves within the sites indicate
perhaps special burial customs for specific individuals.

In sum, burial modes and cult practices of the Neolithic period in the Southern Levant are not
only related to social development within these sedentary communities, but also to their

religious and mundane realm.

The Kalybe Structures:

Temples for the Imperial Cult in Hauran and Trachon

Arthur Segal — Haifa University

The Hauran and the Trachon, regarded as frontier areas in the Hellenistic and Early Roman
periods, were transformed during the rule of the Antonine and Severan Emperors into important
foci of activity in the East of the Roman Empire. This paper presents a unique group of seven
Kalybe temples characterized by their original architecture. All temples were built entirely of

local Basalt stone.

The Kalybe temples are open structures. Their central space was left open, making their
approach easy and accessible. Whilst in the traditional Graeco-Roman temple, the naos was
considered to be the home of the god and pilgrims were not allowed to enter it, in the Kalybe

temples, pilgrims were welcome to approach the emperor’s statue.
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The Emergence of Worship and Religion in the Neolithic Period:
Direct and Indirect Evidence from Recent Excavations of Neolithic Sites in

the Levant
Hamoudi Khalaily and lanir Milevski — The Israel Antiquities Authorit

Evidence of worship and religion during most of the Paleolithic and early Epi-Paleolithic
periods are rather scarce in the Levant and appear only at the time when human societies shifted
from hunter-gatherers to agro-pastoral communities.

The Natufian culture (12,500-9400 BCE) is characterized by sedentism and the first
establishment of houses. At that time, social life involved large groups, as can be deduced from
the size of the sites and the construction of public structures. Burial practices, including the
decoration of skulls and mortuary paraphernalia, are evidence of worship.

The Neolithic period (9400-5300 BCE) is a fundamental turning point in human history, both
in its Pre-Pottery (PPN) and Pottery (PN) phases. During this period, a sedentary way of life
was adopted, including the beginning of domestication of plants and animals, and other
innovations reflected in the rich material culture and monumental construction.

During PPNA (9400-8500), public structures were constructed, such as the tower in Jericho,
the semi-rounded subterranean buildings in Jerf el-Ahmar (Syria), and the circles of massive T-
shaped stone pillars in Gobekli Tepe (Turkey). Mortuary practices in PPNB (9400-7000 BC),
characterized by burials within houses and the removal of skulls, served to integrate
communities and minimize socioeconomic differences between individuals and kin groups. At
the end of this period, several mega-sites appear in Southern Levant.

Recent archaeological projects in Middle and Late PPNB sites revealed remarkable evidence of
rituals associated with mortuary practices, such as designating spaces for community beliefs
within and outside settlements. At Kefar Ha-Horesh (and perhaps also at Nahal Yarmut 38)
large spaces for burial were exposed. At Yiftah’el, ‘Ein Ghazal and Beidha, distinct structures
were constructed by community members for ritual practices. Mortuary practices include
primary and secondary interment within residential and public structures, beneath plaster floors
and above them. The most prominent practice, however, is the secondary removal of some
skulls from the graves for plastering, probably to place them in non-residential structures for

rituals linked with ancestor worship, or perhaps related to a social interest of some families to
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