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The City of Tiberias as a Multicultural Center in the Ninth Century CE:
The Anchor Church as a Test Case

Yael D. Arnon - Zefat Academic Collage and Oranim Academic Collage

In the second quarter of the seventh century CE, a new religion emerged on the stage of history.
Within 100 years, Islam spread out in vast territories, from south and central Asia in the east to
the Straits of Gibraltar in the west. The encounter between the new religion and its culture, and
the cultures of the conquered lands, gave birth to new visual media that combined Byzantine
(Greco-Roman), Sasanian (Parthian and Achaemenes) and Arab traditions.

The Anchor church was built in the sixth century CE and decorated in the typical Byzantine
style. Despite the Muslim conquest in the seventh century CE, the church continued to function
until the earthquake of 749 CE. The building was destroyed in this event and a new church was
built in its place. The new church functioned continuously until the thirteenth century CE when
it was transformed into a residence. The long period of time in which the Anchor Church
functioned under Muslim rule clearly attests to the good relationship between the Christian and
Muslim communities, as well as to the economic state of the Christian community and its
artistic influences.

A Tale of a Pilgrim Badge
during the Crusader and Ottoman Periods

Inbar Ktalav - Israel Antiquities Authority

During the twelfth century CE, pilgrimage became a widespread phenomenon and people set
out on long pilgrimages to visit and worship sites of religious significance. On visiting the holy
places, the pilgrims acquired symbolic objects as proof of their visit. These objects provided
their owners with safe passage, room and board. It was also believed that the pilgrims realized
some of the sacred attributes of the saint associated with the holy site they have visited. One of
the most important pilgrimage destinations in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries CE was
Santiago de Compostela in Spain, the burial place of Saint James. Pilgrims who visited this site
bought a scallop shell to honor their visit. Such bivalves have also been discovered in a few
Crusader-period sites in Israel. Their discovery illuminates the practice of pilgrimage, aspects
of communal identity, as well as a complex system of fraud and power struggles associated
with pilgrimage.
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Jerusalemite historian Mujir al-Din (1496) refers to this minaret, writing: “In the place of the
still remaining old minaret, Baybars ordered the building of the one which exists today.”

Mujir al-Din refers to al-Nasir Muhammad’s minaret from 1318 as “one of the wonders of the
world in its shape and height.” It was probably its mixed style of Romanesque and Mamlik
architecture that made it so unique in the eyes of the travelers who described it as “one of its
kind,” as rendered by the same historian.

Today, the question whether this was as a real minaret, or a military tower, is much debated.
This paper argues that despite its military appearance and height (30 m)—which allowed for a
panoramic view of the region, sometimes reaching as far as the Mediterranean Sea—it was
founded as a ma’dhana, as it is referred to in the inscription. Its pseudo-military appearance
conveys a message of Islam’s victory over “the infidels and polytheists.”

Twelve Seasons of Excavation in the City

Center of Ancient Tiberias
Katia Cytryn - The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

This article summarizes twelve seasons of excavations in the ancient city center of Tiberias, on
behalf of by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, since 2009, under the direction of the author.
Previous excavations at the site were conducted in the 1930s, but mainly since the 1950s.

The main aim of the project was to explore the already exposed remains of the congregational
Mosque of Tiberias, which was thought to have been a Byzantine roofed market. The
excavations revealed four construction phases: (1) a simple hypostyle structure (48 x 21 m)
dating to circa the late seventh century CE; (2) a typical “Syrian” mosque (78 % 90 m),
proportionally related to the Great Mosque of Damascus and other Umayyad mosques,
consisting of three roofed parallel aisles crossed by a transept and a peristyle courtyard,
apparently dating to the reign of Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik (724-743 CE); (3) constructional
support to the roofed structure following the earthquake of 749; (4) a monumental building,
most probably dating to the ninth century CE. During this last phase, stylobates in the roofed
hall were raised, a western entrance was added or refurbished, and a minaret(?) was erected at
its northeastern corner.

Several structures were explored: (1) the remains of a building complex related to the sugar
industry and datable to the twelfth—early thirteenth centuries, contemporary with a Christian
cemetery immediately to the west of the remains of the mosque, which apparently included a
small chapel; (2) a cardo and shops, with their respective Roman and Islamic phases, exposed
in the 1950s together with the “market” and bathhouse; (3) a Byzantine “cathedral” immediately
to the north of the mosque, dating at least from the fifth through the tenth centuries CE; (4) a
domestic quarter of the Early Islamic period; and (5) the remains of an Early Islamic building
exposed while searching for the continuation of a stepped monumental structure
(public/religious) partly exposed in 1935.
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The new city developed around its main congregational mosque, the White Mosque, and its
streets were planned to match the layout of the mosque and its surroundings. Unlike other
historic cities, whose ancient remains are visible in the modern layout, the physical evidence of
Early Islamic Ramla seems to have vanished into thin air. Only two standing monuments—the
White Mosque and Birkat el-‘Anaziyya (the ‘Pool of the Arches’)—are visible today, while all
other remains of this large city remain hidden under modern buildings. This unpromising
situation changed dramatically since the early 1990s when, following an accelerated
development of modern Ramla, more than 250 salvage excavations were conducted throughout
and around the town. These revealed fragmentary remains of the hitherto invisible ancient city
and provided substantial archaeological data for the reconstruction of its topographical layout
and chronological sequence. Large-scale excavations were carried out to the north and west of
the Old City, and around the White Mosque. Other excavations were conducted in the southern
and western outskirts of Ramla. Especially notable were a number of large excavations south
of Ramla, in which evidence of the southward extension of the Early Islamic city and the
existence of an outer residential and industrial quarter were revealed.

The plethora of excavations allowed for the reconstruction of the layout of both specific
buildings and the residential quarters within the ancient city, forming a comprehensive picture
of its urban components. The main finds from the excavations relate to the Early Islamic city,
between 715 and 1099 CE. Ramla, like Fustat, Basra and Kiifa, provided a unique contribution
to the development of Early Islamic urbanism in the Near East, which was the outcome of the
political situation in Palestine during the early eighth century CE. Unlike Jerusalem and
Caesarea, which provided examples of gradual transformation and urban change typical of other
Roman and Byzantine cities in the Near East and the Mediterranean area, Ramla was
constructed from scratch and rapidly became a large and vibrant urban center that influenced
the areas around it and contributed to the political and commercial innovations throughout the
Near East.

The Three Minarets of Ramla

Katia Cytryn - The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

During the Mamluk period, three minarets dominated the skyline of Ramla: (1) Baybars’ (r.
1260—-1277) minaret at the White Mosque, which was not preserved; (2) Sultan al-Nasir
Muhammad b. Qalawun’s (r. 1310—1341) minaret, built over the western door of the converted
Crusader church (the Great Mosque, or al-'Umar) in AH 714/1314 CE (replaced in the early
twentieth century by a cylindrical tower); and (3) the famous “ma’dhana al-arba'in” (AH
718/1318 CE), on the northern side of the White Mosque, still standing almost to its full height,
only missing its original dome at its very top.

Baybars’ minaret most probably stood above the White Mosque’s entrance on the east, above
an earlier Umayyad one, built by Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik (r. 724-743). The minaret’s
inscription, dating it to AH 666/1268 CE, was transferred to the Great Mosque, causing much
misunderstanding concerning its original location. Documentation by archaeologists of the
nineteenth century attests to its existence at the White Mosque in their time. Also, the



centers, and stretching from Nazareth and Cana in the west to Mt. Tabor and the Sea of Galilee
in the east.

The Byzantine-period remains at Kafr Kama include not only the two chapels excavated by
Saarisalo (a large church? cathedral?), but also the remains of private dwellings, including a
room paved with a mosaic floor, excavated by Ben-Nachum (2007). These past discoveries,
and the newly discovered church/monastery, lend support to Bagatti’s suggestion that Kafr
Kama should be identified as Helenopolis.

Industrial Area, Bathhouses and Water Plant from the Byzantine

and Early Islamic Periods at the Foot of Tel Qatra

Alla Nagorsky and Itamar Taxel - Israel Antiquities Authority

Between January 2017 and August 2018 salvage excavations were carried out at the eastern
foot of Tel Qatra, Gedera, on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA).

Tel Qatra was inhabited from Middle Bronze Age II until modern times. The large Arab village
of Qatra occupied the southwestern slope of the mound until 1948. Byzantine finds covering
the surface of the entire tell, as well as its surroundings, are vivid evidence that the settlement
reached its peak during this period. In the present excavations, five archaeological strata dated
to the Persian, Roman, Byzantine, Early Islamic and Mamluk periods were exposed; soil
accumulations above bedrock contained potsherds, flint tools and stone vessels from earlier
periods: prehistoric times, the Middle Bronze Age and the end of the Iron Age.

The area east of the tell was exploited for agriculture, industry and recreation. At the end of the
Roman period, a pottery workshop was set in the area to the northeast of the tell, continuing in
use, albeit with short gaps, at least until the beginning of the eighth century CE.

In the Byzantine period, the area east of the tell reached its peak, when in addition to the pottery
industry, two bathhouses and dozens of plastered pools of various sizes were built. The pools
were connected by a complex system of open and closed channels, and ceramic pipes. Indirect
evidence was also found for the existence of workshops for the production of glass and metal
vessels.

The agricultural, industrial and recreation areas of the ancient settlement shed light on its
character and the range of activities practiced by its residents throughout history.

“The Most Beautiful of Cities”:

Ramla during the Early Islamic Period
Gideon Avni — Israel Antiquities Authority

The foundation of Ramla at around 715 CE set the tone for a new concept in the urban
architecture of Palestine. While most large cities in the region were based on Hellenistic and
Roman prototypes, Early Islamic Ramla was founded from scratch in an area surrounded by
villages and farmsteads that formed the hinterland of Byzantine Lydda-Diospolis (Lod, Ludd).
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installation is totally missing in cities which were occupied by people maintaining pagan
beliefs, hence it turned out to be a significant definer of Jewish houses and sites.

Baalbek (Heliopolis) Temples
Arthur Segal - University of Haifa

Baalbek, ancient Heliopolis, is situated in the north of the Beqaa Valley (today in Lebanon).
The Semitic name Baalbek preserves the name of the God Baal, in the sense of “Baal of the
Beqaa.” It served as a cultic site from the Bronze Age, reaching a peak during the Roman period,
when the sanctuary was dedicated to the Heliopolitan Triad (Jupiter, Venus and Mercury). The
site, as we know it today, combines three sanctuaries: the Jupiter Heliopolitanus sanctuary, the
Bacchus (Dionysos) sanctuary and the Venus sanctuary.

The Sanctuary of Jupiter Heliopolitanus 1s the largest of the three. In front of the temple
surmounting a high podium is a symmetrically arranged courtyard, two huge altars and an
enormous three-story-high entrance gate (propylaeum). The fame of Jupiter Heliopolitanus’
temple stems not only from its size, but from the exceptionally huge ashlars used in the
construction of its podium.

The Temple of Bacchus (Dionysos) is located to the south of and in close vicinity to Jupiter
Heliopolitanus sanctuary. Unlike its slightly larger counterpart, it is almost perfectly preserved.
The quality of construction, and the exceptionally rich architectural decoration of the naos,
indicate that contrary to Graeco-Roman cultic practice, the worshipers were encouraged to enter
the temple’s main hall (naos) rather than congregate in the courtyard in front of it.

The Temple of Venus was erected to the east of the other two temples. It is only partially
preserved, comprising a small circular peripteral temple built on a high podium with a wide
stairway at the entrance. The temple of Venus is an original structure of extraordinary plan and
design, with no parallels in the architecture of the Graeco-Roman world.

Byzantine Church at Kafr Kama
Nurit Feig* and Mordechai Aviam**

*Israel Antiquities Authority, **Kinneret Institute for Galilean Archaeology, Kinneret
College

A large triapsal church, with an atrium surrounded by rooms, and a well to its north, was
unearthed about 300 m south of the ancient village center of Kafr Kama. Previous excavations
in the village center uncovered the remains of a building with two apses facing east, a baptistery
and a reliquary, as well as Greek inscriptions within mosaic floors (Saarisalo 1964). Given the
large distance between the village and the newly excavated church, and the fact that no building
remains, except for a few unexcavated tombs, were found between them, it seems that the
church and the rooms surrounding it were the remains of a pilgrim monastery. The eastern
Lower Galilee was a “sacred region” in the Byzantine period, dotted with holy pilgrimage
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Three Nabatean Roadside Temples in The Negev
Tali Erickson-Gini - Israel Antiquities Authority

The presence of the Nabateans in the Negev in the Hellenistic and Roman periods is well-
documented both historically and archaeologically, including the important Nabataean Incense
Road that crossed the Negev Highlands. In the Early Roman period, Nabataean settlement
commenced at Oboda (‘Avedat), where an impressive temenos (temple precinct) was
constructed to house the temple of the deified king, Obodas (also called the Western Temple).
Another, smaller temple, decorated with frescos and molded stucco, was probably dedicated to
Aphrodite/el-Uzza. On the road connecting Oboda and the Nabatacan town of Mampsis
(Mamshit), a roadside temple was established at Horbat Hazaza sometime between the early
and mid-first century CE. Both the Obodas (Western) Temple and the roadside temple at Horbat
Hazaza are of the “broad-house” type, similar to the temple at the site of Muhhay in southern
Jordan. Both the Obodas Temple and the temple at Horbat Hazaza were built on a north—south
axis and accessed via multiple entrances along their eastern wall. Their construction required
extensive leveling and artificial extensions on the hilltops on which they were built.

The Horbat Hazaza roadside temple was severely damaged by an earthquake early in the second
century CE and it was only partially rebuilt. The Obodas Temple was renovated in the third
century CE and its eastern facade was decorated with columns that supported statutes, such as
those found at Palmyra and Apamea in Syria. The temple contained a “temple treasury” with
bronze objects, including a bronze sphinx, similar to those discovered in the Temple of the
Winged Lions at Petra.

The Migwa'ot (Jewish ritual bath)
Ronny Reich - University of Haifa

The Migweh (Jewish ritual bath) is a water installation which enables an observant Jewish
person, who keeps the religious regulations, to ritually purify his or her body for various
purposes such as entering the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The religious principles for
purifications are already expressed in the Hebrew Bible, in the Book of Leviticus, but only the
interpretation of the text, made by the Pharisaic sages in the late Second Temple period enabled
the construction of these installations. The earliest installations discovered in archaeological
excavations date to the Hasmonean reign over Judea (2nd century BCE and onwards). Since
then, this type of installation is in use by observant Jews until this very day. The water in the
installation is usually rain- water which flow by themselves into it, but there are also migwa'ot
which are fed by flood waters (such as at Khirbet Qumran), spring waters (Jericho) and ground
waters (Magdala). Specific regulations were set for the construction of the installation and for
the waters assembled in it which make it different from waters held in any other installation.
This gave the water in the migweh the intrinsic power to purify. Today are recorded more than
800 such installations which were excavated throughout the country, in periods which are
known to be occupied by Jews, in the late Second Temple (late Hellenistic and early Roman)
period and the Mishnah and Talmud (late Roman and Byzantine) periods. This type of
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Tel ‘Erani: Early Bronze Age IB Fortifications and

Early Urbanization in the Southwestern Levant
[anir Milevski*, Marcin Czarnowicz**, Dmitry Yegorov*,
Eli Cohen-Sasson*** and Yuval Yekutieli***
*Israel Antiquities Authority, **Jagiellonian University in Krakow,
***Ben Gurion University of the Negev

Several excavations, salvage and others, were conducted at Tel ‘Erani (Tell esh-Sheikh Ahmad
el-‘Areyini) over the past six years by different archaeological teams. The results shed new light
on the beginning of urbanization in the Southern Levant. The site is located on the border
between the Mediterranean coastal plain and the Shephelah, opposite the modern city Qiryat
Gat; the village of ‘Iraq el-Manshiya was located southeast of the tell. Fortification walls dated
to Early Bronze Age IB were found in the southern part of the tell, alongside other buildings.
These are discussed, together with the results of previous excavations at the site conducted in
the 1950s and 1960s, in the light of the emergence of the first urban centers in the Southern
Levant at the end of the fourth millennium BCE.

A Phoenician/Hellenistic Sanctuary at Horbat
Turit (Khirbat et-Tantur)
Walid Atrash, Gabriel Mazor and Hanaa Aboud - Israel Antiquities Authority

On the summit of a small hill at Horbat Turit were revealed the remains of a structure,
presumably a cube-shaped altar or temple that was built over an elevated podium and
surrounded by a temenos wall. The construction technique of the structure’s podium included
compartments of alternating header-and-stretcher courses. This building technique is paralleled
in fourth-century BCE Phoenician/Hellenistic sanctuaries throughout the Phoenician realm, the
majority of which were built over similar well-constructed podia. Some of these edifices were
adorned during the Hellenistic period (second century BCE) with semiround pilasters of the
Greek Doric architectural order, as at Horbat Turit. The pottery assemblage from Horbat Turit
dates to the fourth—second centuries BCE, contemporary with the occupation of the site. This
is probably when the monumental complex, presumably a temple, was constructed; it ceased to
function sometime before the Roman conquest of the region. It seems reasonable to identify the
structure at Horbat Turit as a Phoenician/Hellenistic sanctuary that might have been connected
to Ptolemais. Various sanctuaries excavated in Phoenicia were attributed to oriental and Greek
deities. The identity of the deity that might have been worshiped in the Horbat Turit temple is
unknown. A ring found at the site depicts a male figure, presumably bearded, seated on an
elevated throne with his right hand raised in a gesture of adoration or holding an unidentified
object; in front of him stands a club. The scene recalls the reverse depiction on coins minted
under Alexander the Great from various cities in Phoenicia, in which Zeus or Heracles are
seated on a throne. The scene on the ring may represent either Heracles-Melqart or Zeus,
perhaps attesting to the deity that was worshiped both at Horbat Turit and Ptolemais.
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