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The relationship between Rosh Pina (Moshava) and the Ma’abara
(Absorption Camp) 1950-1953

Simcha Gweta-Bukobza

The establishment of the ma’abarot (absorption camps) is considered a
focal point in the history of Israel. The camps were built near established
settlements in response to the need for the rapid absorption of the large
influx of immigrants to Israel. The underlying idea was to provide
services and employment to immigrants within the framework of veteran
settlements. In contrast to the absorption camps that ultimately joined the
adjacent settlements, the Rosh Pina absorption camp was not integrated
into the established settlement of Rosh Pina, although it was set up within
its jurisdiction. The inhabitants of the camp were relocated to populate
the developing nearby town of Hazor (later Hazor Haglilit). The two
adjacent communities have not been unified and co-exist to this day as
separate and segregated settlements.

Based upon a wide range of primary sources, this article addresses
the question of why the Ma’abara was not unified with the settlement
of Rosh Pina. The article aims to contribute to the completion of the
missing knowledge regarding this historical chapter both on national and
local Galilee levels. It focuses on the relations between Rosh Pina and
the Ma’abara across three years (1953-1950), and specifically addresses
the role played by the economic situation of Rosh Pina, the political
tensions between the Jewish Agency and the Ministry of Interior, and the
ethnic gaps in the early and rapid dismantling of the absorption camp.
The findings indicate that the process was not planned; nevertheless, its
repercussions affect the relationship between the “Moshava”, Rosh Pina
and the “development town”, Hazor Haglilit, to this day.



