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Arab Society in Israel
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The course examines the social, political, economic, and legal status of Arab society in Israel. For this purpose, we will
review and analyze key issues in the mutual relations between Arab society and the state in particular, and in matters
of equality between Jews and Arabs in Israel in general. Among the topics we will deal with in detail: education and
multiculturalism, the status of the Arabic language in Israel, distribution of resources, national and civic identity, and
adequate representation in public institutions. This discussion will be done with reference to theoretical aspects of
minority-majority relations in divided democratic countries, and the specific application of these aspects to the issues

under discussion.
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Contflict in the Middle East: Power, Religion, Economy and Environment
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This module is designed to survey the major social, political, and economic themes and developments in the Middle
East. After a short historical review, we will focus on the Middle East in the 20th and 21st centuries, spanning the
creation of the mandate system after WWI, the founding of the state of Israel, the rise of the Arab nationalist states
and Gulf monarchies during the cold war, the Iranian revolution, and the contemporary events of the Arab Spring and
the rise of the Islamic State (ISIS). Throughout the course students will encounter the intersection of political histories
with supplemental themes of religion, social discourses of orientalism and gender, and economic analysis of land and
natural resources. These comprise a comprehensive interdisciplinary basis for understanding contemporary trends and

challenges of the modern Middle East.
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