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Pilgrimage and holy places in the Galilee
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Pilgrimage to holy places is a universal cultural and religious phenomenon. People of different faiths give a status of
holiness to certain places, sometimes due to a inspirational event that happened there in the past, sometimes
because a revered person is buried there. The pilgrims who set out on a journey to the holy place seek to get closer to
the sacred and to the foundations of their faith.

The Galilee is a region where different religions and beliefs grew and existed throughout the years, up to the present
day. Throughout the Galilee there are many holy places, which have attracted pilgrims of different religions since time
immemorial.

In this course we will trace the development of the "sacred geography" of the Galilee. We will learn about the
formation of the holy places in the Galilee, and how their sanctity was preserved even when the governments
changed in the country. We will read from the writings of the pilgrims, some of whom came from distant lands, and
learn about the social and cultural processes involved in the journey to the holy place and the dwelling there. We will
go on tours following holy places and traditions on pilgrimage throughout the Galilee.
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